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Quick Bio-glance:  

John W. Peterson (November 1, 1921 – September 20, 2006) was a 

songwriter who had a major influence on evangelical Christian music in the 

1950s through the 1970s. He wrote over 1000 songs, and 35 cantatas. 

Born in Lindsborg, Kansas, he served as an Army Air Force pilot flying the 

China Hump during World War II. Later, he attended Moody Bible Institute 

and served on the radio staff there for a number of years. 

In 1953, he graduated from the American Conservatory of Music in Chicago 

and shortly thereafter settled in Pennsylvania to continue his songwriting 

career. He then moved to Grand Rapids, Michigan, where for over ten years he 

was President and Editor-in-Chief of Singspiration, a sacred music publishing company. While there, he 

compiled and edited a hymnal called "Great Hymns of the Faith", (c) 1961. He also served on the board 

of Gospel Films, Inc. of Muskegon, Michigan. 

He also had direct contact with popular Christian musicians of the day such as Bill Pearce and Dick 

Anthony. He resided in Scottsdale, Arizona, where he continued to write music. Peterson died September 

20, 2006, aged 84, following a bout with prostate cancer. 

Some of his more popular song titles include "It Took a Miracle", "Over the Sunset Mountains", "Heaven 

Came Down", "So Send I You", "Springs of Living Water", "Jesus is Coming Again", and "Surely 

Goodness and Mercy". His cantatas include Night of Miracles and Down From His Glory. 

In 1986, he was inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_W._Peterson  

Theology term: 

Exegesis  

Exegesis is from the Greek [exegsis] meaning 'lead out of.' It's root is from the two Greek words 

[ex], meaning 'out,' and [hegeisthai], meaning 'to lead.' In christian theology, by implication, this 

term means gleaning a explanation from "out of" the pertinent text of scripture (as opposed to 

eisegesis). It is the critical defense or explanation of the Bible by getting the interpretation of 

scripture from 'out of' the text of scripture itself. This can be better understood by contrasting it 

with the system of eisegesis, which means to read your own interpretation into a text of scripture.  

http://www.mountainretreatorg.net/faq/glossary.html  
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Monthly Memory Verse December 2009 

(KJV)Luke 7:47 Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are 

forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth 

little. 

Bible Reading
Luke 7
Luk 7:1  Now when he had ended all his sayings in the audience of the people, he entered into Capernaum. Luk 7:2  And a certain centurion's servant, who was dear unto him, was sick, and ready to die. Luk 7:3  And when he heard of Jesus, he sent unto him the elders of the Jews, beseeching him that he would come and heal his servant. Luk 7:4  And when they came to Jesus, they besought him instantly, saying, That he was worthy for whom he should do this: Luk 7:5  For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue. Luk 7:6  Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyself: for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my roof: Luk 7:7  Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: but say in a word, and my servant shall be healed. Luk 7:8  For I also am a man set under authority, having under me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. Luk 7:9  When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at him, and turned him about, and said unto the people that followed him, I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. Luk 7:10  And they that were sent, returning to the house, found the servant whole that had been sick. Luk 7:11  And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain; and many of his disciples went with him, and much people. Luk 7:12  Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much people of the city was with her. Luk 7:13  And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not. Luk 7:14  And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young man, I say unto thee, Arise. Luk 7:15  And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to his mother. Luk 7:16  And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up among us; and, That God hath visited his people. Luk 7:17  And this rumour of him went forth throughout all Judaea, and throughout all the region round about. Luk 7:18  And the disciples of John shewed him of all these things. Luk 7:19  And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another? Luk 7:20  When the men were come unto him, they said, John Baptist hath sent us unto thee, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we for another? Luk 7:21  And in that same hour he cured many of their infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many that were blind he gave sight. Luk 7:22  Then Jesus answering said unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the poor the gospel is preached. Luk 7:23  And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me. Luk 7:24  And when the messengers of John were departed, he began to speak unto the people concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness for to see? A reed shaken with the wind? Luk 7:25  But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they which are gorgeously apparelled, and live delicately, are in kings' courts. Luk 7:26  But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and much more than a prophet. Luk 7:27  This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee. Luk 7:28  For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he. Luk 7:29  And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John. Luk 7:30  But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of him. Luk 7:31  And the Lord said, Whereunto then shall I liken the men of this generation? and to what are they like? Luk 7:32  They are like unto children sitting in the marketplace, and calling one to another, and saying, We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned to you, and ye have not wept. Luk 7:33  For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine; and ye say, He hath a devil. Luk 7:34  The Son of man is come eating and drinking; and ye say, Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners! Luk 7:35  But wisdom is justified of all her children. Luk 7:36  And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. Luk 7:37  And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's 
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Memory verse for the month: December 2009 (KJV)  
Dale’s Notes 
Read: Luke Chapter 7 
12/01/2009 
 
 
 
Overview:  Our verse comes from a conversation our Lord had with Simon the Pharisee, we read in 
Luk 7:36  And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he entered into 
the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. 
 
The above give us our starting point, putting us in the house of Simon but let’s turn aside for a moment 
and look at a word found in chapter 7.  I’d like to rest our memory verse on the back-drop of this word 
compassion, the compassion of Christ.  
 
 
 
 
 
------------- 

 

 

 

 

 

1st word 
English: Compassion 

Greek word:  splagchnizomai 

Thayer Definition: 

1) to be moved as to one’s bowels, hence to be moved with compassion, have compassion (for the 
bowels were thought to be the seat of love and pity) 

Part of Speech: verb 

2nd word 
English: bier (KJV) or coffin (LITV) 
Greek word:  soros 
Thayer Definition: 

1) an urn or receptacle for keeping the bones of the dead 

2) the funeral couch or bier on which the Jews carried their dead forth to burial 

Part of Speech: noun feminine 

 

 

Luk 7:47  Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to 
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 

 

(KJV) 

Luk 7:13  And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.  
Luk 7:14  And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare him stood still. And he said, Young 
man, I say unto thee, Arise. 
 

(LITV) Literal Translation of the Holy Bible 

Luk 7:13  And seeing her, the Lord felt pity over her and said to her, Stop weeping.  
Luk 7:14  And coming up, He touched the coffin; and those carrying it stood still. And He said, Young 
man, I say to you, Arise! 
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Our passage interacts with the word compassion (directly and indirectly), yes, it interacts with a bunch 

of other words as well but this word is like a hinge, it speaks to the motive of our Savior.  The door of 

love opens so we can see the heart of God in action through the verb called compassion.  Love is 

engaged with the vehicle of compassion and the result is the supernatural working of God to the 

centurion, to the mother of the dead son, to John looking out through his prison bars, to Simon who sat 

at meal with our savior, and to the woman of many sins forgiven.   It answers part of the question why 

Jesus did what he did. Also, it answers the question did he have to do it?  The word almost sits right in 

the middle of the chapter. My point is not to force an interpretation but simply notice the emotion and 

intensity within our savior’s heart to show love through compassion.  We could have just as easily taken 

the word love out of the passage and looked at Jesus’ examples and seen His love,  i.e.… compassion!  

You can’t have one without other! If you get right down to it, it’s all grace, undeserved love! God loving 

people who don’t deserve it!  

Paul uses another Greek word in the book of Romans for compassion that speaks to the pity of God. 
English: Pity or compassion 

Greek Word: oikteirō 

Thayer Definition: 

1) to pity, have compassion on 

Part of Speech: verb 

 

 

But a closer look at the word compassion from where Paul references the word found in Exodus 

where God is speaking to Moses. The word used is gracious. 

English: gracious 
Hebrew: khaw-nan' 

Strong’s Hebrew and Greek dictionaries 
A primitive root (compare H2583); properly to bend or stoop in kindness to an inferior; to 

favor, bestow; causatively to implore (that is, move to favor by petition): - beseech, X fair, (be, 

find, shew) favour (-able), be (deal, give, grant (gracious (-ly), intreat, (be) merciful, have (shew) 

mercy (on, upon), have pity upon, pray, make supplication, X very. 

 

 

Both references in Romans and Exodus connect the statement with God’s choice to have mercy 

and grace as He see fit. Now I ask you, is this not what we see Jesus doing when we look at him 

in chapter 7? Read the Strong’s definition again. 

If you should look deeper into the word Mercy, here it speaks of compassion and love and when 

the two words of the verse (compassion and mercy) are put together, you can walk away with 

understanding God gives grace, mercy and love to whom he chooses. 

Rom 9:15  For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I have compassion. 
 

Exo 33:19  And he said, "I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you 
my name 'The LORD.' And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on 
whom I will show mercy. 
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Now our writer Luke selected the Greek word demonstrating emotion and physical involvement of our 
Lord’s choice to show love through compassion on whom He would have compassion and mercy on 
whom He would have mercy (read the 1st word definition). 
 
Generally speaking, you can’t say I have love but have no compassion or I have compassion but have no 

love, they live together. They’re like husband and wife!  

The word love has a compound called compassion; our Gospel we preach is a Gospel of compassion. Our 

salvation is a salvation of the compassion of God, the pity of God, the mercy of God, and the Grace of 

God! Our responsibility to show compassion is spoken about in the letter of Jude. 

 

 

 

We could go back a chapter (chapter 6) and look at Jesus teaching the disciples to love their enemies, do 
good to those who hate you and now in chapter seven we see it all in action ([1Cor.13. 4-7+”Love…seeketh 

not her own,”). 

 
The word itself (compassion) calls for the need of love to be present; the works of compassion 

demonstrate the Love that drives it. The inner /outer qualities and emotional state of the being (the 

person) is not merely engaged in an effort to do good or do some act of goodness but to be completely 

involved in the work of God through love (body, soul, and spirit). There is no lukewarm with our Savior.  

 

 

 

We see Jesus in action, starting the chapter with granting the request of the Jewish elders to heal the 

Roman Centurion’s servant, and along the way He and the disciples run into a burial procession. It was 

heading outside of the city for a mother’s only son; she also was a widow. Full contact, God is engaged 

and the burial must stop because the heart of God is full of love (Compassion) and ready to act! We see 

the bearers stopped by Christ and the explosion of life and love pour out of God into the dead corps, 

into the lifeless state of a young man! He (the dead man) was being bewailed as they (the Jews) were 

ready to place him in his final resting place, the earth. Resurrection happens! The young man sits up 

from his bed of death and does what only the living can do, he speaks, and the glory of God is seen and 

the fear of God falls upon the hearts men, who witness the way of death, and now the way life through 

Jesus Christ, God’s beloved Son!  

Can you hear our last month’s bible verse smashing down on you, parts of it speaking, anyway?  Its God 

doing exceeding, abundantly, above all we ask or think according to the [power that works in us].  My 

thought here is God doing exceedingly, abundantly, above thought possible. Read last month’s notes 

Jud 1:21  Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life.  

Jud 1:22  And of some have compassion, making a difference:  
Jud 1:23  And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment 

spotted by the flesh. 

Rev 3:14  And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write; These things saith the 
Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;  

Rev 3:15  I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.  
Rev 3:16  So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of 

my mouth. 
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Now who would have ever thought Jesus on this day, at this time, would walk up and stop a funeral, 

then give life to the dead? Not me, and obviously no-one-else!  I’m surprise; it doesn’t say they drop the 

young man from his burial couch! What a shock, what fear, and what lack of understanding! Dead men 

don’t come to life or do they when God is involved? The miracle takes away our breath even as we read 

it. But our concern is not with the dead man, who came to life but the one who showed compassion. 

Jesus! 

Has he shown his compassion to you today, his love for the forgiveness of your sins? Maybe you sit in a 

seat of judgment like Simon saying within your heart, “He is not Prophet “and condemn others in the 

room who love Jesus Christ for the compassion and forgiveness He has shown towards them. Somehow 

you might be missing the obvious, that’s right in front of you, as it was to Simon being displayed in his 

house. 

It was only realized when Christ ask him (Simon the Pharisee) of the debtors and their debt they could 

not pay.  It was only realized when Christ spoke of her good deeds of love in comparison with his 

(Simon’s) own.  It was only then we could see the righteous discernment of God with who loves little 

and who loves much!  This too is the compassion of God, the mercy of God and the Grace of God. 

12/7/2009 

 

Wherefore!   The word “wherefore” is a good word when we understand it‘s being used 

as a preposition in our verse, meaning it modifies an object. Now, let’s take a look into the grammar.   
Our definition for the word WHEREFORE 

G5484 - χάριν 

Greek Word: charin 

Thayer Definition: 
1) in favour of, for the pleasure of 
2) for, for the sake of 
3) on this account, for this cause 
Part of Speech: preposition 
A Related Word by Thayer’s/Strong’s Number: accusative case of G5485 as preposition 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Luk 7:47  Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to 
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 
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Strong’s reference 

G5484 - χάριν 

charin 

khar'-in 
Accusative case of G5485 as preposition; through favor of, that is, on account of: - be- (for) 
cause of, for sake of, + . . . fore, X reproachfully. 
 
Also, the word [Wherefore] emphasizes and gives attention to what was just said previously and 
connects past dialog to the current dialog moving forward. 
The word [Wherefore] stands by itself, if we says it means the following [For this reason] or [For this 
Cause] – read Thayer’s Definition 
Let’s break it down:  
  Preposition  Object of preposition         Preposition            Object of preposition 
 

    For this reason   I                 say         to                              you 
        Direct object    verb 
 
     Prepositional phase        Prepositional phase 
 
 (LITV)Luk 7:47  For this reason I say to you, Her many sins are remitted, for she loved much. 
But to whom little is forgiven, he loves little. 
 
Wherefore, [For – in our translation above] modifies the word [Reason] which setup the next statement 
why Christ is going to speaks. 
Dale why is this so important? The reason is, Jesus wants the listener/ reader  to know exactly what it is 
He is saying and what He is about to say (it’s cumulative).   The word WHEREFORE places no doubt as to 
whom his future comment was directed and for the purpose it was directed at Simon. It tells us (the 
reader)to bring everything together as to what was just said and sum it up in the words [For this 
REASON] or  [For this Cause] or [Wherefore] and the reader/listener is now ready to receive current 
dialog with a cumulative understanding with an expectation of a conclusion on Who loves the most! 
 
How do we know it’s directed at Simon? Read. 
 
 
 
 
The word [Wherefore] grabs all of the illustration, the two debtors, the forgiving money lender/ 

creditor, and the ending question; “Tell me therefore, which of them will love him most?”  Now the 

question posed to Simon the Pharisee gives us an overall subject “Who Loves most/More /Greater” and 

the reason for the love of the debtors towards the lender and the correct judgment Simon gives because 

of the debt owed by debtors.  It does seem to be practical and logical if a person being forgiven a debt 

very small would love less than one forgiven a very large amount (Jesus agrees – “you have judged 

rightly”). The gratitude may be expressed in a proportionate manner of the two debtors. But we know 

what’s coming, because Jesus has something greater to teach, much weightier, and of eternal value, 

hence the illustration (why it was given). The subject will move from the attention of who loves greater 

to who has been forgiven their sin, and come to rest on the one who forgives sin.   

Luk 7:40  And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. 

And he saith, Master, say on. 
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Sum it up! [Wherefore] [For this Reason] 

The debtors will become (the woman of many sins and Simon the Pharisee) and the creditor will 
become Christ with gracious, compassionate, mercy to forgive sin. Christ will demonstrate the hardness 
and misguided thoughts of Simon to the true meaning of love and forgiveness. Also the passage calls 
into question How Christ knew what was in the heart of Simon; this makes the passage speak to God 
knowing what’s in the hearts of men. Search it out, two times the passage makes references to what 
was in the hearts of men. How did the writer know what was in the hearts of men as to what they were 
thinking, unless God knows. I don’t know what you are thinking. Do you see this simple truth makes a 
big difference? Now it’s true some things can be so obvious that we know without asking what a person 
is thinking but it’s very important to notice the writer tells us “he spake within himself, saying,” and  
“And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves,” – This shows it’s hidden and 
their hearts were hardened against the grace of God because of what they thought in their hearts. The 
problem is always the heart of man.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ further demonstrates the forgiveness of the woman of many sins and her gratefulness to love 

Him by such outward display that everyone in the room could not miss it! Three times the passage 

points to Jesus Christ’s feet and her display of affection and love towards Him in a humbled manner! 

Three times Simon is rebuke in the presences of all for his lack of love with no mention of his (Simon’s) 

forgiveness of sins. The rebuke was so powerful even the other listeners, question in their hearts the 

statement of Christ to forgive sin.  The statement of Christ points to us (the reader), how do we see 

Christ, the Son of God. The statement of Christ points to us and asks, has our sins been forgiven.  The 

statement of Christ points to us the discerning judgment of God, who knows those who love much and 

those who don’t love at all. The statement of Christ brings the truth of compassion to defend those who 

are accused in the middle of a den of thieves and robbers (John 10 - climbs up another way). The 

statement of Christ forces them (the listeners) to answer the question who can forgive sin but God! [This 

is said within their hearts!] The statement of Christ points us to Him as “The Prophet” (Deut. 18) (Simon 

and they should have known) but so much more, God in human form visiting his people (Emmanuel -

God with us). 

Deu 18:15  The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy 
brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;  

Deu 18:16  According to all that thou desiredst of the LORD thy God in Horeb in the day of the 
assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, neither let me see 
this great fire any more, that I die not.  

Deu 18:17  And the LORD said unto me, They have well spoken that which they have spoken.  
Deu 18:18  I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put 

my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him.  
Deu 18:19  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he 

shall speak in my name, I will require it of him. 

Jer 17:9  The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know 
it?  

Jer 17:10  I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to 

his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings. 
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As you prepare for a celebration of Jesus Christ for this season, let it be with a grateful heart refreshed in 

the knowledge that Christ has forgiven your sins (If this is true of you). Simply put, you could not pay the 

debt for the sins you owe! Simply put, it took God in His great mercy to become the Son of Man and die 

a death you will never face!  All of this is true to you; if you have found yourself like the woman of many 

sins and have repented through faith to such a wonderful GOD!  

All I can say is thank you Jesus for forgiving me, my debt of sin and forgiving me now, for not showing 

the love you deserve to your name. Light your fire in my heart so I share the gospel in every daily 

opportunity as I walk with thee, O’ Lord.   

Lord you have been so gracious to extend such kindness to brute beasts as we are that call upon such a 

Holy One like you.  Let us remember, it’s only by your Grace we are made manifested as the sons of the 

Most High.  Now grant unto your servants a refreshed spirit to run our course with new affections set 

upon you; who sits above.  Most Heavenly Father, remove the dross found within us that we may be 

clean vessels to your use, and focus our eyes of faith, and hearts to look unto our Author and Finisher of 

our faith.  Now, Eph 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath 

blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 

Amen. 

12/14/2009 

 
 
“Her sins, which are many, are forgiven;” 
Slow down, read it again! I mean the whole verse.  “Wherefore I say unto thee,” gives us everything 

Christ has spoken about up to this point, and now, He (Christ) introduces the pronoun “thee / you”. The 

pronoun “thee” points to the person in whom Christ directs His comments. 

The whole verse demands our attention as the reader or listeners of their time, because of the words “I 

say unto you”. It places the statement directed at Simon but our attention is on Christ who is speaking. 

He is the object of our attention, He is the One about to speak and what He speaks will move the room 

and what He speaks will plow the hearts of men, and what He speaks will leave some convicted in their 

sins and others set free and forgiven!  

It’s at this point we must remember who’s speaking, and the great weight of authority in which he 

speaks. We must know, what comes out of His mouth is Life as demonstrated in the widowed, woman‘s 

son received alive. We must remember, its God speaking and none of His words falter as He spoke the 

word of recovery to the Roman Centurion’s servant. He pronounces one to life everlasting, another to 

eternal death.  Be careful you don’t rush into human error and think He is like mere mortal man as you 

and me. He’s Devine! His word is forever! His word is living/quick/ alive! 

 

Luk 7:47  Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to 
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 

 

Heb 4:12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged 

sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, 

and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
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Your appearance and presence to men and women may carry all the outward adorning of men in this 

age and your speech may be of perfect order but your heart is hidden and filled with all manners of sins 

(You hide it!). You may be a simple man with very few adornings of men in this age but your heart is 

hidden and filled with all manner of sin and God will judge both. You can be sure His words don’t come 

back void! It always performs His will and desire in all facets.  

 

 

(Look above at the personal pronouns I/My/Me) 
 
Here we are, right in the middle of the scene, in the house of Simon with them looking at Jesus and our 
gracious, loving Lord carefully handles the matter of which Simon accused the women of many sins and 
our Savior not to be a prophet. Remember! Simon said it all within his heart (Luk.7:39).  
 
 
 
 
 
(The whole statement is accusative! In my opinion, it brings with it the idea, what did I let into my house! A woman 

that is a sinner and a man that thinks he’s a prophet! It’s condemning!) 

Side note: It’s interesting to me Simons thoughts were that Jesus was a prophet or may be a prophet but became 
doubtful because of the women of many sins! This all comes after Jesus finished his discussion of John Baptist 
before he entered Simon’s house. 

 

 
Never mind, let’s move on! 
 
Look closely at what Jesus tells him (Simon the Pharisee), “Her sins, which are many”. Our Lord 
acknowledges her sins but His acknowledgement is not like that of men, who notice the sins of others 
and bring a short sighted accusation. But Christ acknowledges her sins to be many, only to display the 
reason she love much. There is no condemnation to them who are in Christ! 
 
 
 

She understood the debt she owed that she could never pay! She understands the illustration Jesus gave 

to Simon first hand! She knew the Creditor /Lender who forgave her debt. But there is something He 

tells Simon that is of most importance to us poor wretched sinners desiring to hear first hand that our 

sins “are forgiven”. 

Let’s read it together! It’s awesome, beautiful, wonderful, lovely, gracious, joyful, refreshing and full of 

forgiveness! There aren’t words to describe its worth and meaning when the hearer hears it, and knows 

it to be true!  

Isa 55:11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto 

me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 

whereto I sent it. 

 

Luk 7:26  But what went ye out to see? a prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and much more than a prophet.   

 

Luk 7:39  Now when the Pharisee that had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, 

saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have perceived who and what manner of 

woman this is that toucheth him, that she is a sinner.  

Rom 8:1  There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  
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She heard first hand from the Lord Himself, “Her sins, which are many, are forgiven”! Maybe you are 

saying you don’t have as many as the next guy but “her sins, which are many, are forgiven!  

You can remove the dependent clause “which are many” found between the commas in our 

verse and come up with “her sins are forgiven”! But we all come to Christ with sins “which are 

many”! Not one sin but many! You could not comprehend the depth and weight of all your sins 

because many of them you have forgotten! Nevertheless, you are accountable! There is a record 

and its prefect and the tabular is accurate missing nothing, so God is fully aware of the debt man 

owes with regard to sins. Now the question is do you have the word of the Lord that your sins 

are forgiven (I don’t mean something that pops into your mind but God’s Word the Bible)? Have 

you come to faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord; understanding you have a debt of wicked 

working, which will cast you off into eternal damnation, should you not be forgiven? 

Have you cried out in your heart with repentance turning to God like this woman of 

many sins? 

If your answer is yes, then faith has come to you. 

Then I can say, base upon GOD’s word, as it was to her of many sins, your sins, which are many, 

are forgiven. (No, I am not going into all the aspects of regeneration to fit your theology, there’s 

no time but if you truly believe and have repented of your sins it’s as simple as this woman’s 

conversion.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now our question is, how much do you love or how little do you love Him who forgave your sins? This I 

say, if you have said in your heart Christ has forgiven me.  And if Christ has forgiven you, then I’m sure 

your love for Him is no secret as it wasn’t for this woman of many sins. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rom 10:8  But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim);  

Rom 10:9  because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  

Rom 10:10  For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 
confesses and is saved.  

Rom 10:11  For the Scripture says, "Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame."  
Rom 10:12  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of 

all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him.  
Rom 10:13  For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 
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12/21/2009 

 

 
“but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little” 
The English word: Love, Loveth 
1st  
G25 

ἀγαπάω = agapaō 

Thayer Definition: 

1) of persons 

1a) to welcome, to entertain, to be fond of, to love dearly 

2) of things 

2a) to be well pleased, to be contented at or with a thing 

Part of Speech: verb 

A Related Word by Thayer’s/Strong’s Number: perhaps from agan (much) [or compare G5368] 

Citing in TDNT: 1:21, 5 
 
2nd  
Strong’s definition: 
G25 
ἀγαπάω = agapaō 
ag-ap-ah'-o 
Perhaps from ά̓γαν agan (much; or compare [H5689]); to love (in a social or moral sense): - (be-) love (-
ed). Compare G5368. 
 
When reading our memory verse, we can make a comparison because Christ gives it to us [for she loved 
much] and [the same loveth little]: the words of interest are [much and little] tied to [love].  The word 
loved (agapao) is a verb and shows action. So we see by her, “the woman of many sins”, action as Christ 
said, “She loved much”. 
This speaks to the amount of love and the action! (Something like faith apart from works is dead!)  I’m 
not talking about why she loves much, just the action of love 
(KJV) 

Jas 2:15  If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,  
Jas 2:16  And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; 

notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it 
profit?  

Jas 2:17  Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.  
Jas 2:18  Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy 
works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 
 
 
True love is an action word (a verb), unless we understand it to be personified (Christ) that God is LOVE 
and more so, He is it! He is the full embodiment of love! This means the word love and all of its true 
meaning and all of its true action and all other factors known or unknown is found in God for He is love! 
 

Luk 7:47  Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to 
whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 
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This is not a study on the word Love but a few verses to consider. 
 
1Jn 4:7  Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born 

of God, and knoweth God.  
1Jn 4:8  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.  
1Jn 4:9  In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only 

begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.  
1Jn 4:10  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins. 
 
Let’s move on. 
 
Also prior, there is another comparison *“her sins, which are many, are forgiven”+ and *“Whom little is 
forgiven”] again, the words of interest are [many and little] tied to [forgiven], this speaks to an amount 
of debt forgiven in the comparison. 
 
The words many and much are the same Greek word. The words many /much are adjectives and we 
know they describe something. In this case the words describe the amount of love or the amount of 
debt. 
G4183 
English words: (kjv) Many and much 

πολύς  /  πολλός 

polus  /  polos 
Thayer Definition: 
1) many, much, large 
Part of Speech: adjective 
 
All of us owe a debt of some kind and all of us had to pay the bill after the debt was totaled, like a dinner 
bill. Our Lord uses terms so familiar with us, even if it relates to the smallest amounts we’ve had to pay, 
we understand. Reality and responsibility tells us, we all pay monthly bills and the ongoing totals 
(reoccurring debt for services rendered). Some debts are un-payable because there is no resource 
available to pay them. 
 
This brings us to a major word [forgiven+! It’s in our verse and in our text! 

Strong’s Short definition  
English: Forgiven 

G863 ἀφίημι = aphiēmi 

af-ee'-ay-mee 

From G575 and ι ̔́ημι hiēmi (to send; an intensive form of εεμι  eimi (to go)); to send forth, in various 

applications: - cry, forgive, forsake, lay aside, leave, let (alone, be, go, have), omit, put (send) away, 
remit, suffer, yield up. 
 
Just let that word [forgiven] sit there for a moment- and – think about it. I’d turn it around a few times 
in your mind and examine it. Feel and understand the weight of the word [forgiven]! 
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The Canvas 
Let me iterate a thought here with the color blue, it’s on the painters palette and the painter is ready to 
use it (he knows, it’s a primary color or base color without mixture) but at this moment, it’s a blob of 
color resting on the palette plate, it’s not in use. It is only - when the painter dips his brush into the color 
blue, and makes application to the canvas, the color becomes a blue sky within a painting landscape. 
  
Now, all of us have experienced forgiveness in a general since, being forgiven by someone, in some way 
(I would hope).  This word [forgiven] slams into our thinking with action from another person, it comes 
off of someone else’s palette of colors through the word [forgive] (the color blue). It’s applied to your 
canvas through the cost of someone else’s actions, expense.  
It comes freely; you could do nothing but allow the painter to use [forgiveness] to stroke your canvas 
until you were covered with it.  And now that you are covered, you are [forgiven]! 
 
Stay with me! 
Christ has come and died, and arose and will come again! (I said this to set your thinking on Jesus Christ 
as you continue to read.) 
Your canvas is the painting of your life and it displays all the workings of your efforts and sins. It’s clearly 
seen by [The Painter], He knows what He is looking at!   
But through the gospel message of Jesus Christ you find out it’s not your canvas at all, it belongs to God, 
the Creator [The Painter], which created it to display His glory! 
  
Eze 18:4  Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: 
the soul that sinneth, it shall die. 
 
On your canvas you’ve placed all kinds of things on the landscape, which has nothing to do with God’s 
glory. You may think some of the works are hidden from viewing eyes but it’s all clearly seen.  
What have you painted- on your canvas? 
 
If love: it will show love, if hate: it will show hate, if mercy: it will show mercy, if truth: it will show truth, 
if faith: it will show faith, if all manners of goodness: then it will show goodness; look at Jesus, the 
Savior!  Don’t you dare say within yourself, I’m good (…there is none good but one that is God - Mar 
10:18) but bring forth the fruits of repentance (Mat 3:8) have faith in the workings of God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord! It’s all His grace! 
But man is fallen and death defaces our canvases and sin condemns us to the Great One in Heaven, who 
has designed man for His glory. Man was design to be painting the glory of God, in every action of love, 
through thought and deed. This is why we were created in his image; to show forth His Glory!  
 
Gen 1:27  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them.    
(Remember, God is Love! The union created by God of husband and wife tells us this is true!) 
 
But what do you see in you, in me, and in this world? What does the canvases of men look like? Do they 
all speak of the glory of God or admit the truth we are destroyed in our efforts to be clean and holy of 
ourselves? Judge yourselves even now! Are your works perfect? No!  Do you hear the strength of 
judgment, conviction, condemnation or the words of our Savior as he spoke to the woman of many sins? 
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Sins must be answered, it’s a debt owed to GOD and if you stand outside of Christ atoning work for that 
debt of sin; then you shall answer for them yourself and the word FORGIVEN does not apply to you! 
 
God has spoken through His son, through His apostles, through His holy word the bible! 
Oh, so much more, through His teachers, through schools of theology, through His works, and through 
His Church. 
 
What has God said with regards to mans’ sin and the glory he does not live up too. 
 

1. Rom 3:23  for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God; 
2. Rom 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 
3. Isa 53:6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; 

and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
4. Rom 3:10  As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  

Rom 3:11  There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.  
Rom 3:12  They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there 
is none that doeth good, no, not one.  
Rom 3:13  Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; 

the poison of asps is under their lips:  
Rom 3:14  Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:  
Rom 3:15  Their feet are swift to shed blood:  
Rom 3:16  Destruction and misery are in their ways:  
Rom 3:17  And the way of peace have they not known:  
Rom 3:18  There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

 
Now that’s a black, darkened canvas of death concerning mankind, concerning us but I will admit in 
some of the verses the color of light and hope beam through against the darkened back-drop of the 
depravity of mankind. But overall men and women are condemned of themselves. They are without God 
in the world without hope, if they’re left to themselves. 
This why we read the call of the gospel from our Saviors lips in Matthew: 
(KJV)  Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
 
The call is to you, it is to me. 
Have you come to the fountain that washes whiter than snow? Have you not read the words of David 
the king, and his expectation of God’s cleansing in psalm 51:7? 
Psa 51:7  Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
 
Read Zechariah 
Zec 13:1  In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness. 
 
So here in our verse, we hear our savior say to the woman of many sins “her sins, which are many, are 
forgiven; for she loved much:” It’s at this point our savoir clarifies the statement further by saying a 
second time to the listeners in the room, so there is no mistake, who it is that forgives sin. 
Luk 7:48  And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. 
 
What happens next was seen before, earlier in chapter 5, in the same gospel according to Luke. The 
Pharisees didn’t like what they heard, their ears were stopped, and their hearts were hardened to the 
gracious words of truth “Your sins are forgiven”.  
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Read: 
Luk 5:19  And when they could not find by what way they might bring him in because of the 

multitude, they went upon the housetop, and let him down through the tiling with his couch 
into the midst before Jesus.  

Luk 5:20  And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven thee.  
Luk 5:21  And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, Who is this which speaketh 
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone? 
 
So the Pharisees in the house of Simon were no different than those who resisted the Lord earlier 
(within their hearts) but because without faith it is impossible to please God and He is a rewarder of 
those who diligently seek him. 
 
Heb 11:6  Now without faith it is impossible to please God, for the one who comes to him must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who diligently search for him. 
 
There is no forgiveness to those who reject the message of Jesus Christ, the message of God, the gospel 
within their hearts. Look at our verse and text, we find Jesus Christ gently affirm the faith of the woman 
of many sins, as he did to the man let down through the tiles of the house top both were found in the 
mist of wolves and those wolves were seeking to displace those who would have faith Christ. Their (the 
Pharisees) witness and religion speaks of man’s intellectual understanding of God as to what they can 
grasp through human thought. But Faith displaces them (Pharisees or whomever) from kingdom of God, 
for they don’t have possession of it (true faith).  
 We read in Eph 2.8 
(ESV) 

Eph 2:8  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God,  

Eph 2:9  not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  
 
And so we hear our Lord say to the woman “your faith has save you”. 
Luk 7:50  And he said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace." 
 
What a day for this beautiful child of God! Her “sins were washed away and her night turn into 
day”  

Heaven Came Down 
Words and music by John W. Peterson 
Â© 1961 

O what a wonderful, wonderful day, day I will never forget; 
After I'd wandered in darkness away, Jesus my Savior I met. 
O what a tender, compassionate friend, He met the need of my heart; 
Shadows dispelling, with joy I am telling, He made all the darkness depart. 
Chorus 
Heaven came down and glory filled my soul, (filled my soul) 
When at the cross the Savior made me whole; (made me whole) 
My sins were washed away and my night was turned to day, 
Heaven came down and glory filled my soul! (filled my soul) 
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Do you know this forgiveness? If so then a new birth, the new creation has happened to you. 
2Co 5:17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become new.  
 
Your debt of sin is paid at the Cross and at the cost of your Savior! It’s He you’ve come to trust for the 
forgiveness your sins! It’s He (Jesus); you have come to for refuge against the terrible judgment of God! 
It’s to Him you have repented of the blackness and darkness of your sins on you canvas of life. And it is 
Him that applies His atoning blood to appease the Almighty’s wrath; against your ungodliness. Now go in 
peace your faith has saved you! 
 
 
Thank you Heavenly Father for your gracious kindness to allow us the study of your Holy Word. Open 
our eyes to see your truth out of your word in light of our Savior Jesus Christ. Keep our hearts tender to 
always desire and obey what we have come to know in your word. Holy Father forgive us were we have 
sinned against thee. Repair the damage we have caused by our lives of sinfulness and grant your 
servants a fresh look at the things of God, ready to obey from hearts of love. 
We thank you now Lord Jesus, Most High God, use us for your service in our daily efforts. 
 
Amen.  
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