Monthly Memory Verse February 2010
(KJV)Luk 11:1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he
ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught
his disciples.
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Publisher & Author Message
February
Message from the publisher and author
Monthly Memory Verse and Dale’s Notes
Dale’s Notes are provided to be used as an encouragement to study the context from where the monthly
memory verse was selected. It’s my desire to provide some background information and practical
understanding of some things, which I see within my own study of God’s word. It’s my hope through
reading the notes; you will desire to study God’s word in more detail.
Dale’s Notes are only a layman’s attempt to share the good news of our savior Jesus Christ through a
monthly memory verse and the study of God’s word in our daily walk with the Lord.
Brother in Jesus Christ,
Dale 
Dale A. Kaye

Message:
Quick Bio-glance
February’s Quick Bio-glance comes by-way-of Bill Regal of Founders Baptist Church, Spring, Texas. He
doesn’t know it but his response through email made me look into the gentlemen he spoke about. I’m not
going to say anymore, so enjoy this glance in Christian history.

Prayer request:
Our Nation
Forgive me for pushing the following prayer need onto you but this is a concern to me as I am sure to you.
Christian men must pray daily in secret to Him who sees in secret and not gloat, together in solidarity,
through daily prayer with sincere hearts before the Lord to obey. The prayer request; pray daily with me,
meaningfully, for our nation; men leading out with hearts of repentance, obeying the Most High God,
through love for our Savior Jesus Christ. The President, the Congress, the military leaders and troops, the
governmental offices, and local civil authorities and law enforcement, all must be our first and choice
prayers for peace, love and righteous to come to light in our nation. This is a weighty responsibility and
we must not be weak in the task. If the head is dreadfully sick, how can leadership point to righteousness?
I say this only that we would consider ourselves in our own thinking and practice before God to give
attention to prayer and not be forgetful. Share with me in your portion of the weight, and appear before
the Throne of Grace, so we as a people may receive His mercies.
Shared Interests and Personal
Also, pray with me in asking God for help to provide a consistent format for the Men’s Monthly Memory
Verse and possibly a hosting site to handle automated emailing. I continue to ask your prayers and
encouragement for the continuation to serve in this way. Also, remember my family as we make changes
in our lives to honor our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Thank you,

Dale
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Quick Bio-glance
February
Quick Bio -glance:
Arthur Walkington Pink
1886 - 1952

Arthur Walkington Pink

Pink was born in Nottingham, England on April 1, 1886 and became a
Christian in 1908, at the age of 22. Though born to Christian parents, prior to
conversion he migrated into a Theosophical society (an occult gnostic group
popular in England during that time), and quickly rose in prominence within
their ranks. His conversion came from his fat her's patient admonitions from
Scripture. It was the verse, Proverbs 14:12, 'there is a way which seem eth
right unt o a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death,' which particularly
struck his heart and compelled him to renounce Theosophy and follow Jesus.

Desiring to grow in knowledge of the Bible, Pink immigrated to the United States to study at Moody Bible
Institute. In 1916 he married Vera E. Russell (January 8, 1893 - July 17, 1962), who was from Kentucky.
However, he left after just two months for Colorado, then California, then Britain. From 1925 to 1928 he
served in Australia, including as pastor of two congregations from 1926 to 1928, when he returned to
England and to the United States the following year. He event ually pastored churches in Colorado,
California, Kent ucky, and South Carolina.
In 1922 he started a monthly magazine entitled Studies in the Scriptures which circulated among English speaking Christians worldwide, though only to a relatively small circulation list of around 1,000 .
In 1934 Pink returned to England, and within a few years turned his Christian service to writing books and
pamphlets. Pink died in Stornoway, Scotland on July 15, 1952. The cause of death was anemia .
After Pink's death, his works were republished by a number of publishing houses, among them, Banner of
Truth Trust, Baker Book House, Christian Focus Publications, Moody Press, Truth for Today, and reached
a much wider audience as a result. Biographer Iain Murray observes of Pink, "the widespread circulation of
his writings after his death made him one of the most influential evangelical authors in the second half of
the twentieth century." His writing spark ed a revival of expository preaching and focused readers' hearts on
biblical living. Yet, even today, Pink is left out of most biographical dictionaries and overlooked in many
religious histories .
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Pink

Theology term:
Dispensationalism
Dispensation is from the Greek [oikonomia] meaning an administration. In theological terms it means an
administration of time of epocs. Premillennial dispensationalism is a method of interpreting scripture popularized
by John Nelson Darby (1800-1882), and the notes in the Scofield Reference Bible.
This system divides history into epocs (eras) or extended periods called "dispensations," in which God deals with
man in different economies for the presenting of His world program. In dispensationalism it is believed that ethnic
Israel and the Church are separate and unequal bodies in God's dispensations.
http://www.mountainretreatorg.net/faq/glossary.html
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Memory verse for the month: February 2010 (KJV)
Dale’s Notes
Read: Luke Chapter 11
February (Part I)
Luke 11:1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he
ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his
disciples.
“And it came to pass, that as He was pray ing in a certain place…”
English: Praying / pray
G4336
προσεύχομαι
proseuchomai
Thayer Definition:
1 ) to offer prayers, to pray
Part of Speech: v erb
A Related Word by Thayer’s/Strong’s Number: from G4314 and G2172
Citing in TDNT: 2:807, 279

English: Pra yer
Strong’s Hebrew and Greek Dictionary
G4335

προσευχή
proseuchē
pros-yoo -khay'
Fr om G4336; prayer (worship); by im plication an oratory (chapel): - X pray earnestly , prayer.

Approaching prayer
One of the most famous Jewish central prayers is the “The Shema”. It’s a prayer usually said in the morning
and evening; where the word”Shema” translated is “Hear”. The prayer in short is “Hear, O’ Israel, the Lord our
God is one Lord, and thou shall love the Lord thy God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
might. Jesus quotes the Jewish “Shema” in the gospel of Mark and the quote is from Deut. 6:4 -5; wer e the
Jewish children of the Lord were told by Moses to obey the Lord in every way, teaching their children’s children
the laws and the works of God to each and every generation!
Mar 1 2:29 And Jesu s answered him , The first of all the comm andm ents is, Hear, O Israel; The Lor d our God is one Lord:
Mar 1 2:30 And thou shalt lov e the Lor d thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy m ind, and with
all thy strength: this is the fir st commandm ent.
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Scripture/Torah/The_Shema/the_shema.html

Approaching prayer is personal, even in public; it’s interwoven into ones thoughts and heart towards God, at
least it should be! Prayer should engage a person’s complete being before God, body, soul and spirit; this is
why the Strong’s definition ties it to worship. We don’t come half heartedly before our God, do we? We bring
all of ourselves before him. All of who we are and all of what we are in honest, sincere, reverenc e befor e Him
who is infinite in every way, and more! Eph.3:20; We bring ourselves to Him who sees all things in secret and all
things are bare. Heb 4:13;
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(ASV)Mat 6:6 But th ou, when th ou pray est, enter int o thine inner cham ber, and hav ing shut thy door, pray to thy Father
who is in secret, and thy Father who seeth in secr et shall recom pen se thee.

Prayer and praying rest on the word (GRK ) pros-yoo-khay [Proseuche] wer e PRAYER is the noun and PRAYING
the action, the verb. Prayer is the request or acknowledgement and praying is the process of acknowledging or
requesting by which all Christian’s talk to God.
When I think of Prayer, it’s interesting to note, it’s been around since the beginning of man. Prayer is not
something new to mankind, not at all but I will say prayer is unique to its dispensation revealed in the bible.
When we read our memory verse we can see Jesus in prayer, in a certain place and you can be sure He brought
all of himself before His Heavenly Father, as he communed with him with all His heart, all of his soul and all of
his mind and his entire strength; leaving nothing that was not offered up before his Heavenly Father.
(ESV)Rom 1 2:1 I appeal t o y ou therefor e, br others, by the m ercies of God, t o pr esent y our bodies a s a liv ing sacrifice,
h oly and acceptable t o God, which is y our spiritual wor ship.

Jesus Christ not only taught his disciples a model prayer, as to how they should address our Heavenly Father
but He gave them (the disciples) His life’s daily example of prayer; living it out befor e them. The verse starts with
“and it came to pass, that, as he was praying…” showing our savior was in prayer and actively praying. The fact
the disciples’ desired him to teach them to pray, speaks of their consideration on the matter. Also, I think it’s
fair to say, they may have waited for the Lord to cease praying before asking Him to teach them to pray. If this
is true, they watched him (Jesus) as he prayed, until he was finished. This shines the light on Christ leaving
them a lesson in life, easily noticeable, by our Lord’s daily practice.

History of Prayer: read Genesis, when men began to call upon the LORD.
(A SV )Gen 4:26 And t o Seth, t o him also there was born a son; and he called his nam e En osh. Then began m en t o call
upon the nam e of Jehov ah.

There seems to be a controversy round this verse as to whether men called in prayer o n the LORD or men
began to call themselves by the name of the LORD. Refer ences: Albert Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible, John Gill’s
Exposition of the Entire Bible, Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible, John Macarthur’s Study Bible.

I personally understand the verse to be “Then men began to call upon the name of Jehovah (the LORD)”. 1.)
Linguistics: most, if not all, translations of the verse, say so; “men began to call upon the Name of the LORD”.
2.) Context: reading verses before it, with regards to Eve’s statement, I believe it shows a humility and
gratefulness to God with regards to Seth being born. Also, there is no reason from the text to believe a change
in attitude concerning God when Seth is mention and Seth’s son Enosh. 3.) Logic: The logic for Cain and men
calling themselves by the name of the LORD would not work in light of the good act God had towards Adam
and Eve, in giving Seth, who was after the righteous Abel, who was slain. 4.) Wording: “And Adam knew his
wife again,” takes us right back to the beginning when Eve first conceived and bore a man child (Gen 4:1) but
going forward to Gen 4:25 it gives clear definition as to the nature and order of this newborn child (Seth), for
he was in the stead of Abel, and Eve tells us why he was i n the stead of Able, because Cain killed him. Also,
concerning Eve’s statement, this setup the r eader to understand that Seth was good because she exclaims
“God has appointed to me another seed instead of Abel” and now we see Eve’s understanding of the bir th of
Seth to be the appointment of God on the behalf of righteous Abel.
5.) Gen 4:26 leaves no doubt as to the continuation of Adam, (Instead of Abel ) Seth, and Enosh showing a godly
lineage that began calling upon the name of the Lord. All these names become of great inter est to Luke’s
gospel, when Luke wrote down the genealogy of Jesus Christ (concerning His humanity), back to the start of man,
to Adam and to God that created him. Jesus Christ being a son through lineage of all listed in Luke chapter 3
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and it comes to: Lu k 3:38 Which was the son of En os, which was the son of Seth, which was the son of Adam , which
was the son of God.

Luke clearly shows Christ was not of the wicked one but of a godly offspring coming out of Adam, after the fall,
through Enosh when men began to call upon the name of the Lord!
More … a good read.

Keil & Delitzsch Commentary on the Old Testament

Gen 4:25-26
The character of the ungodly fam ily of Cainit es was n ow fully dev eloped in Lam ech and his children. Th e hist ory ,
therefore, turns fr om them , t o indicate briefly the origin of the g odly race. Aft er Abel's death a third son was born t o
Adam , t o whom his m other gav e the nam e of Seth ( ֵׁשת, fr om  ִׁש ית, a present participle, the appointed on e, the
com pen sation); “for,” she said, “ God hath appointed me another seed (descendant) for Abel, because Cain s lew him.”
The words “because Cain slew him ” are n ot t o be regarded as an explanatory supplem ent, but as the words of Ev e; and ִׁכ י
by v irtue of the prev ious  ַּת ַּחתis t o be underst ood in the sen se of  ִׁת ַּחת ִׁכ י. What Cain (human wickedness) t ook fr om her,
that has Elohim (divine om nipot ence) rest ored. Because of this antithesis she calls the giv er Elohim inst ead of Jehovah,
and not because h er h opes had been sa dly depressed by her painful ex perience in connection with the fir st -born.
“ To Seth, to him also (הּוא

 גַּ ם, intensiv e, v id., Ges. §1 21 , 3) there was born a son, and he called his nam e Enos h.”  ֱאנֹֹוש,

fr om  ָאנַּ שt o be weak, faint, frail, designates man fr om his frail and m ortal condition ( Psa _8:4; Psa _90:3; Psa _1 03:15 ,
et c.). In this nam e, therefor e, the feeling and kn owledge of hum an weakness and frailty were expressed (the opposite of
the pride and arrogance display ed by the Canaanitish fam ily ); and this feeling led t o God, t o that inv ocation of the nam e
of Jehovah which comm enced under En os. ָק ָרא ְב ֵׁשם יְ הֹוָ ה, lit erally to call in (or by ) the name of Jehovah, is used for a
solemn calling of the nam e of God. When applied t o m en, it den ot es inv ocation (here and Gen _12:8; Gen _1 3:4, etc.); t o
God, calling out or pr oclaim ing His nam e ( Ex o_33:19; Ex o_34:5 ). Th e nam e of God signifies in general “the whole
nature of God, by which He attest s His per sonal presence in the relation int o which He has enter ed with man, the div ine
self-m anifestation, or the whole of that rev ealed side of the div ine nature, which is turned t owards man” (Oehler). We
hav e here an account of the comm encem ent of that wor ship of God which con sist s in pray er, praise, and thanksg iv ing, or
in the ackn owledgm ent and celebration of the m ercy and h elp of Jehovah. While the fam ily of Cainit es, by the erection of
a city , and the inv ention and dev elopm ent of w orldly arts and business, were lay ing the foundation for the kingdom of
this w orld; the fam ily of the Sethites began, by united inv ocation of the nam e of G od of grace, t o found and t o erect the
kingdom of God.

History of Prayer with God’s Names
A person’s prayer rests on one’s understanding and belief (faith) in God, as to who God is, and how God has
revealed himself in history. So we could say prayer is dispensational because it’s affected by the revealed
names of God (His Person) and His will working through time - found in the Holy Scriptures. A simply look at the
revealed names of God in history can show us how and when people prayed and what name of God they called
upon; Jehovah, “I AM THAT I AM” (Fuller personal meaning of Jehovah given to Moses), “Lord (Adonay)”, GOD
Almighty (El Shaddai), LORD God (“ Jeh ov ah Elohim ”), the Lord (GRK - kurios), and Jesus Christ (Grk - Iesous
Christos).
(KJV )Exo 6:2 God spoke t o Moses and said t o him , "I am the LORD.
Ex o 6:3 I appeared t o Abraham , t o Isaac, and t o Jacob, a s God Alm ighty , but by my nam e the LORD (“Jehovah”) I did n ot
m ake my self known t o them .

Thought provoking questions:
Why did God discuss with Moses His name? How did Mo ses and the people of his day know the LORD ? What is the difference
between the names of God; God Almighty, Jehovah, and I AM THAT I AM? Who made God’s names known? Why did Moses say the
children of Isra el will ask for the nam e of GOD ? “ Exodus 3:13 …..What is His Name?”
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I’m not trying to interpret the names of God but simpl y pointing out, God was making himself known by names
He chose for himself. Just like today, God has given us direction to understand our obedience in the name He
has chosen for us. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob called on “God Almighty”, Moses and His people called upon the
LORD (“Jehovah”, “Yahweh”), and we call upon God in the name of Jesus Christ with a understanding today all
these names point to the same God. I’m not saying this makes void the previous names in which our Lord God
has chosen to reveal himself in times past but I am saying the names of God gives us a greater understanding of
him, who he is, how great he is, what he has done and what he will do (I am the “Alpha and omega”, the
“beginning and the end” is the same who said, “I AM THAT I AM ”).
(KJV )Rev 1:8 I am Alpha and Om ega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lor d, which is, and which was, and
which is t o com e, the Alm ighty .

Also in Revelation 19:12, speaks of a Name of God that no one knew but God himself.
(KJV )Rev 19:12 His ey es were a s a flam e of fire, and on his head were m any cr owns; and he had a nam e written, that
n o man knew, but he him self.

It’s Interesting when it says, “No man” the Greek points out “none, nobody, nothing, and “not even one” and
“no man none” and the Greek for the word “knew”: could see, be aware, to know, consider, (have) known or
knowledge of. The word itself is in the past-tense.
So when you place it all together you get no man could see, no man knew, no man aware, no man knowledge,
no man consider. Then John speaks of His (Christ’s) name as The Word of God and upon His thigh He had the
name “The King of Kings and the Lord of Lords .
John MacArthur Study Bible Speaking of “Rev 19:12 a name …. no man knew. John could see the name, bu t was
unable to comprehend it (cf, 2Co r.12:4). There are unfathomable mysteries in th e Godhead that even glorified
saints will be unable to grasp.”
Return to approaching prayer
Again, a person’s prayer points to one’s understanding and belief of God, on the part of the person praying,
why they pray and who’s name they pray in.
Have you not read when Peter was preaching to the Jews , our Savior’s name?
(ESV)Act 4 :11 This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone.
Act 4:12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other nam e under heaven given am ong m en by which
we must be saved." (Read Joh 1:12 believed on his name)

Jesus tells his disciples to pray in his name so their joy would be complete, showing it’s through His name, His
person all blessing come from our Heavenly Father.
Joh 1 6:23 In that day y ou will a sk n othing of m e. Truly , truly , I say t o y ou, whatev er y ou a sk of the Father in my nam e, he
will giv e it t o y ou.
Joh 1 6:24 Until n ow y ou hav e asked n othing in my nam e. Ask, and y ou will receiv e, that y our joy m ay be full.

Let’s look at the person of GOD:
We all know the Name of God represent Him, His person; speaking of His Devine character, attributes and so
much more. So when we call upon the Name of our God , out of our lips, it should be with full consideration of
Him when entering into communion through prayer, remembering our God’s Name is Holy as He is Holy.
Deu 5 :11 "'Y ou shall n ot take the nam e of the LORD y our God in v ain, for the LORD will n ot h old him guiltless who takes
his nam e in vain.
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“And it came to pass, as he was praying in a certain place,”
(A SV )Luk 11:1 And it cam e t o pa ss, as he was pray ing in a certain place, that when he cea sed, one of his disciples said
unto him , Lord, teach u s t o pray , ev en a s John also taught his disciples.

Jesus met with God in a certain place; with his Father, often is prayer, in the secret, closing the door, and
meeting with him who sees in secret; God blessed him openly, before all. Jesus was the one who cry out, my
house is the house of prayer and you have made it the den of thieves and robbers (Reported in three of the
gospels (the synoptic gospels) Matthew, Mark, and Luke but in John’s gospel he speaks only how they (the Jew s)
polluted His Father’s House)

Literal Translation of the Holy Bible
(LITV)Mar 11:17 And He taught, say ing t o them , Has it n ot been written, "My h ouse shall be called a hou se of pray er
for all the nations." "But y ou hav e m ade it a den of plunderers."? Isa. 56:7; Jer. 7:11;Joh 2:16;Mat 21:13;Luk 19:46

When the disciples came to ask, Jesus teach us to pray, it was to him (Christ) who is prefect in prayer with
nothing lacking! It was to Christ they asked, who was just in communion with our Heavenly Father. Jesus
stopped and came out of His closet and address ed the request of his disciples with an answer He, himself knew
would please our Heavenly Father.
Perhaps, He took a simple prayer format that was around in their time (like John’s disciples) and graciously led
those in remembrance, who it is they were calling upon, who it is that deservers all praise for the things coming
after “…Hollowed be thy Name”.
I can tell you this; when you invoke the name of God, it’s a spiritual matter and ther e is no power to prayer if it
is absent of His Holy Spirit and His Truth and Faith!
Paul speaks of our frailty in Romans and plainly tells us we don’t know what to pray but God has given His
children the Spirit of Grace, which speaks on our behalf with groanings that cannot be uttered by man.
(ESV)Rom 8:26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do n ot kn ow what t o pray for a s we ought, but the
Spirit him self intercedes for u s with gr oanings t oo deep for w ords.
Rom 8:27 And he who searches heart s kn ow s what is the m ind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints
according t o the will of God.

But don’t take this as a cue to be lacking before Him who has taught us how to pray and commanded us that
men ought to always pray and not faint. Remembering our beloved apostle Paul said “pray without ceasing”.
(ESV)1 Th 5 :1 6 Rejoice alway s,
1 Th 5 :17 pray without cea sing,
1 Th 5 :18 giv e thanks in all circum stances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for y ou.

The Lord Himself was committed to prayer and it’s His word that teaches us how we are to pray. We see our
Savior in prayer in our verse, which was His practice in daily life; has His practice become ours? Do we meet
with God in fearful communion, seeking His Holy fire for life? If men will not bow their knees in this life, to seek
God, you can be sure they will bow their knees at the appearing of Jesus Christ in His glory!
(ESV)Php 2:9 Ther efore God has highly exalted him and best owed on him the name that is abov e ev ery nam e,
Php 2:1 0 so that at the name of Jesus ev ery knee sh ould bow, in heav en and on earth and under the earth,
Php 2:11 and ev ery tongue con fess that Jesus Christ is Lor d, t o the glory of God the Father.
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Prayer:
Our Heavenly Father, Holy is your Name; I come to you knowing you are fearful in all your works. Have mercy on us Holy Father
because we have sinned against you with polluted speech. Have gracious mercy on us and lift us up from our pollution of talk.
Gracious Good Father in Heaven, enter not into judgment with your servants but I ask you to forgive my sins and the sins of your
children who call upon your Most Holy and Might Name. Pluck out the beam from our eyes, so we can see and feel remorse for our
sinful ways and know the path of righteousness found only in you. Set our hearts aright, to do that which is pleasing in your sight and
give us strength to pursue it in life. Lift up the Name Jesus Christ our Savoir, among your people, so we may behold your glory. Please
send out an out-pouring of the gospel to sound from our hearts, then from our lips. Let us not be silent when we are called to speak
what is right in your sight. We love you Most Gracious Heavenly Father and thank you for your mercies and goodness we’ve already
received. We are abundantly blessed in you alone. Amen.
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February (Part II)
Luke 11:1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he
ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his
disciples.
I ‘m going to level with you; prayer is a very exhaustive topic. The bible is an ocean where there is no bottom and
this is true of prayer too. Prayer is a shoreline were the water’s edge meets the sand and the smallest of God’s
Kingdom can come and not be lost. We all must meet at the edge of God’s infinite deep and call out to him in
prayer through simple child like faith. This is why Proverb’s tell us not to lean unto our own understanding but in
all our ways acknowledge Him and he shall direct our paths (Prov 3:5-6). It doesn’t say we should be void of
understanding but not to lean unto our human intellects with dependency. Our dependency is on God, through
faith, which is able to do exceedingly, abundantly, above all we ask or think; no mer e human intellect could ever
carry us to heaven, to the joyous blessings in Christ, which only come by faith! Nor could we grasp someone so
great, in every way, this is why it’s left to the wisdom of God (1Cor 1:24 ;) through faith. The blessing of prayer is
given to every child of God, to call out in faith, knowing God will hear in His infinite wisdom and handle each
request cast upon His Ocean of grace.
After reading Matthew Henry’s Commentary, again, on Christ praying, it became very clear our Lord and savior
prayed often, earnestly before our Heavenly Father. Even now it’s my desire; we would pursue Jesus Christ into
the closets of our hearts and empty out ourselves in every way possible, seeking Him (God) who is eternal,
everlasting! Cry out to the Lord with all your heart, all of your mind, all of your strength, casing yourself on the
mercy of the Gr eat Creator, to do for you what you cannot. Call on Him, who makes your life an example of His
Beloved Son in every manner (In speech, in touch, in walk, in heart, in breath, in all of life)!
Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible
“ I.) W e fin d Christ him self praying in a certain place, probably where he u sed t o pray , Luk_11 :1 . A s God, he was prayed
to; a s m an, he prayed; and, though he was a Son, y et learned he this obedience. This evang elist ha s taken particular n otice
of Christ 's praying often, m ore than any other of the ev angelist s: when he was baptized ( Luk_3:21 ), he was praying; he
w ithdrew into the w ilderness, and prayed (Luk_5 :1 6); he went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in
prayer (Luk_6:12); he was alone praying (Luk_9:1 8); soon a fter, he went up into a mountain to pray, and as he prayed
he was trans figured (Luk_9:28, Luk_9:29); and here h e was praying in a certain place. Thu s, like a genuine son of Dav id,
he gave himself unto prayer, Psa _1 09:4. Whether Christ was n ow alone pray ing, and the disciples only knew that he was
so, or whether he pray ed with them , is uncertain; it is m ost pr obable that they were join ing with him .”

Read what our Savior said who prayed for Peter’s faith
Peter was told by Jesus Christ, he was prayed for, specifically, that his (Peter’s) faith would not fail, showing
Christ’s concern for the great battle over Peter’s faith. Maybe you think it’s nothing your brothers are attacked
by Satan or the troubles of life can be handled with generic prayer; treating prayer like putting on your
undergarments or throwing on clothes to cover your body! No, no I say, this is not the call for us to cast a
covering (like a blanket prayer) but openness from the heart ready to do the will of God. Earnest! Diligent! Read to
do! Ready to obey from the heart whatever, whenever and however God would use us today!
(ESV)Luk 22:31 "Sim on, Sim on, beh old, Satan dem anded t o hav e y ou, that he m ight sift y ou like wheat,
Luk 22:32 but I hav e pray ed for y ou that y our faith m ay not fail. And when y ou hav e turned again, strengthen y our
br other s."
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Peter strengthening
1 Pe 5 :6 Hum ble y ourselv es therefore under the m ighty hand of God, that he m ay exalt y ou in due tim e;
1 Pe 5 :7 cast ing all y our anxiety upon him , because he careth for y ou.
1 Pe 5 :8 Be sober, be watchful: y our a dv ersary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh a bout, seeking whom he m ay dev our,
1 Pe 5 :9 whom withstand stedfa st in y our faith, kn owing that the sam e sufferings are accom plished in y our brethren wh o
are in the w orld.

I cannot express deep enough, my heart’s feeling of sadness with coming into God’s present with loud noisy
prayers that are absent of His will or His word or both. This kind of prayer is like those crazy party favors, you buy
a bag of noise makers and you toot, whistle, clatter and clang to no avail and your service to God is now polluted
and what you started out in hope has now become nothing.
Mat 6:7 "And when y ou pray , do not heap up em pty phrases a s the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be h eard for
their many words.
Mat 6:8 Do n ot be like them , for y our Father kn ows what y ou need befor e y ou a sk him .

Why do you go before God anyway? What is your purpose seeing He sees your sins and knows all your ways?
What is your expectation from one who is so holy; there is none like Him?

Let’s talk about our mindset (approaching prayer)
Paul’s Warning: knowing the will of God!

(ESV)Eph 5 :15 Look carefully then h ow y ou walk, n ot as unwise but as wise,
Eph 5 :16 making the best use of the tim e, because the day s are evil.
Eph 5 :17 Therefore do n ot be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

James’s Warning: submit yourselves [from the heart] to God in humility of Faith; not double minded.

(ESV)Jas 4:7 Subm it y ourselv es therefor e t o God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from y ou.
Jas 4:8 Draw nigh t o God, and he will draw nigh t o y ou. Cleanse your hands, ye sinner s; and purify your hearts, ye double
m inded.
Jas 4:9 Be afflict ed, and m ourn, and weep: let y our laughter be turned t o m ourning, and your joy t o heav iness.
Jas 4:1 0 Hum ble y ourselv es in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift y ou up.

God’s Warning: God is Holy!

(ESV)Ex o 3:4 When the LORD saw that he turned a side t o see, God called t o him out of the bu sh, "Moses, Moses!" And he
said, "Here I am ."
Ex o 3:5 Then he sa id, "Do n ot com e near; take y our sandal s off y our feet, for the place on which y ou are standing is h oly
gr ound."
Ex o 3:6 And he said, "I am the God of y our father, the God of Abraham , the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." An d
Moses h id his face, for he was afraid t o look at God.
Dale y ou are pulling v erses from here and there; be careful! Look with m e, it ’s the m indset, I’m driv ing at, n ot the w ord
pray er only ! W e don ’t need a great definition of pray er to str oke our int ellects; we need t o com e before a h oly God, who is a
con sum ing fire! Be careful lest y ou rush int o the present of God without taking thought of y our transgression s and find
y ourself like Ananias and Sapphira who lacked understanding as t o who it was that saw all things perfectly and fear cam e
upon the whole Church!
Act 5 :1 But a m an nam ed Ananias, with his wife Sa pphira, sold a piece of pr operty ,
Act 5 :2 and with his wife's kn owledg e he kept back for him self som e of the pr oceeds and br ought only a part of it and laid it
at the apostles' feet.
Act 5 :3 But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled y our heart t o lie t o the Holy Spirit and t o keep back for y ourself part
of th e pr oceeds of the land?
Act 5 :4 While it rem ained unsold, did it not rem ain y our own? And a fter it was sold, was it n ot at y our disposal? Why is it
that y ou hav e contriv ed this deed in y our heart? Y ou hav e n ot lied t o m en but t o God."
Act 5 :5 Wh en Ananias heard these w ords, h e fell down and breathed his la st. And great fear cam e upon all who heard of it.
Act 5 :6 The y oung m en r ose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him .
Act 5 :7 Aft er an interv al of about three h ours his wife cam e in, n ot knowing what had happened.
Act 5 :8 And Pet er said t o her, "T ell m e whether y ou sold the land for so much." And she said, "Ye s, for so much."
Act 5 :9 But Peter sa id t o her, "How is it that y ou hav e agreed t og ether t o test the Spirit of the Lor d? Behold, the feet of those
who hav e buried y our husband are at the door, and they will carry y ou out."
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Act 5 :1 0 Im m ediately she fell down at his feet and breathed h er la st. When the y oung m en cam e in they found her dead, and
they carried her out and buried h er beside her husband.
Act 5 :11 And great fear cam e upon the whole church and upon all who h eard of these things.
Ju st because y ou hav e access t o the Throne of Grace by our Sav ior sacrifice doesn’t m ean there sh ould be no understanding
of th e rightful fear of the on e who sit s on the Thron e when y ou bow in pray er befor e Him .
A sk y ourself a fair question ; h ow do y ou a ppr oach God in pray er, in y our practice. I’m n ot talking about when t im e is short
and a child of God must cry out “ Father help m e”! I’m talking about com ing with under standing God has giv en y ou and the
scriptures God has taught y ou and offering up pray er in a wise sim ple m anner , kn owing He know s all! Yes, all through
fa ith!
Eph 5 :17 Therefore do n ot be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
Mat 6:8 Do n ot be like them , for y our Father kn ows what y ou need befor e y ou a sk him .

Does not the Old Testament leave us examples with approaching God in fearful communion? Yes , the High priest
is an example of “Holiness unto the Lord”: having ropes and bells tied to his garment, and the washing of his
body and the consecrating of himself to purity in every fashion as to not offend the Lord God Most High. Dale we
have Jesus! How much more now that God has made your body the temple of the living God should we be
careful in every way not to offend Him by our life to blemish the name of Christ by whom we are saved.
1Co 3:16 Do y ou not kn ow that y ou are God's t em ple and that God's Spirit dwells in y ou?
1 Co 3:17 If any one destroy s God's t em ple, God will destr oy him . For God's tem ple is h oly , and y ou are that tem ple.

It’s not that we have not rec eived mercy but we should not put Him to the test by presumption (It’s not a
mistake to God, it’s sins). “Thou shall not put the Lord thy God to a test ” (Deu 6:16; Mat 4:7; Luk 4:12). Listen to
James who said draw near to God and God will draw near to you and immediately he tells the reader to clean up
their act, through repentance and humility and readiness to obey God and He (God) will lift you up. Now ther e’s
understanding, ther e is fear, and there is a holy God (Jas 4:7-10 ;).
Our generation has no fear of God before their eyes (Rom 3:18; Psa 36:1;)and many come into to the present of God
lacking understanding He is Holy! Not He is holy in a mystical, ambiguous way or even human thought but is in
fact holy! Prefect! I lack the words and understanding to express it! I fear we may have come to think of Jesus
less then God, and misunderstand the mercy of Christ and now failed to see God as he truly is ; HOLY!
Ecc 5:2 Be n ot rash with thy m outh, and let n ot thine heart be hasty t o utter any thing before God: for God is in heav en,
and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few.

We do in our day have a generic understanding of the definition of holiness or men would fear before Him but on
the other hand we have a great understanding of worldliness because it permeates all of church life in America !
I purposely made bold the words Satan and the devil in past verses, above, to show we are at war and all of us
can be attacked. Surely none of us have fallen to lying, surely none us would take the Lord God’s name in vain,
and surely none of us could deny the Lord li ke Peter, we are so much better than he, our savior would never have
to pray for us that our faith may stand (I’m sarcastic!).
Heb 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside ev ery weight, and sin
which cling s so closely , and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
Heb 12:2 looking t o Jesu s, the founder and per fect er of our faith, who for the joy that was set befor e him en dured the cr oss,
despising the sham e, and is seated at the right hand of the thr one of God.
Heb 12:3 Consider him who endured from sinner s such h ostility against him self, so that y ou m ay not grow weary or
fa inthearted.
Heb 12:4 In y our struggle against sin y ou hav e n ot y et resisted t o the point of shedding y our blood.
Heb 12:5 And hav e y ou forg otten the exhortation that a ddresses y ou a s son s? "My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of
the Lord, nor be weary when repr ov ed by him .
Heb 12:6 For the Lor d disciplines the one he lov es, and chastises ev ery son whom he receiv es."
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Heb 12:7 It is for discipline that y ou hav e t o en dure. God is treating y ou as son s. For what son is ther e whom his father
does n ot disciplin e?

Do not try to excuse yourself but let what is true be heard and change your heart before God, asking for His
sovereign help to make us like his Son. We cannot win our battles in life alone! After saying all this, I can
understand why God gave us His Spirit to help us pray (Rom 8:26-27;) . The victory over sin is ours through Christ
and Christ alone because our perfection is witness every day by our weakness and demonstrates it can only be by
the grace of God that any of us go to heaven. Read Galatians!
You know wher e I’m going with this; it’s our heart before our Savior in humility and submission to the Spirit of
Grace through God’s eternal word, all wrapped up in our daily practice of faith.
With life’s walk before God being so important no wonder one of the disciples asked, “Teach us to pray”, even
like John’s, the faithful preacher unto death, his disciples. There must have been something seen in John and his
disciples with regarding their prayers before God.
But Jesus said unto them, “When you pray, say Father, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.”
I cannot and will not go forward without mentioning the blasphemy with regard to whose name is Holy and who
Christ taught the disciples to call upon. It’s a dreadful thing when any man can think of himself as the “The Holy
Father”, when that name belongs to God Himself! I’m so glad the introduction of the pray doesn’t stop with the
holy name of God the Father but calls out for His kingdom to come, then shall men find out whose name is holy
and whose name is not and who is the Holy Father and who is not!
Mat 23:9 And call no m an y our father on earth, for y ou hav e one Father, who is in heav en.

The above verse is in strong condemnation of the Scribes and Pharisees religious practices before men, even the
titles they gave each other with regards to religious standing (self exaltation) among each other. It was to these
practices Jesus tells us not to do it. I’m going to trust you understand what I am saying with regards to the name
Holy Father.
I’m so very glad Jesus tells us to say “Father”, what joy should flood our souls with this word. Many shall call
God their Father but only find out that He is not (Joh 8:42 ;) but what joy to those through Christ who find he is
their Father and call out to him in faith and love because of the new life God has worked in them. What
wonderful words, “Our Father who art in Heaven…” What a glorious name, what a glorious place and what a
glorious kingdom to come and a glorious will to be done. It’s His kingdom his children wait for and anticipate.
These are the ones in whom Christ says when you pray say, Father! It’s to these little ones of faith the Spirit of
God bears witness within them; crying out Abba, Father!
Rom 8:14 For a s m any as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the son s of God.
Rom 8:15 For y e hav e not receiv ed the spirit of bon dage again t o fear; but y e hav e receiv ed the Spirit of adoption, whereby
we cry , Abba, Father.
Rom 8:16 The Spirit it self beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

Now, maybe you’re confused as to all this talk of prayer but don’t be. God always looks upon the hearts men . We
can read the word of the Lord concerning His children Israel when they wer e taken into captivity for seventy
years. He (God) tells them, if they would seek him with all their hearts they shall find him and as they found Him
back then, so we shall find Him today when our hearts are turned towards him in prayer. We too can learn from
their example:
Jer 29:11 For I kn ow the th oughts that I think t oward y ou, saith Jeh ovah, thoughts of peace, and n ot of ev il, t o giv e y ou h ope
in y our latter en d.
Jer 29:12 And y e shall call upon m e, and y e shall g o and pray unto m e, and I will hearken unto y ou.
Jer 29:13 And y e shall seek m e, and find m e, when y e shall search for m e with all y our heart.
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A leading into Prayer
I have to stop. It’s with great Joy, I’m so happy that Jesus has given me new life and God is truly my Father ! My
heart cries out saying, I love you Lord and thank you a million times over! Thank you, thank you and thank you
Most Holy Father, Savior and Lord for the great grace and mercy you have on me! I love you Lord. Help me
Gracious Father to be pleasing in your sight that you find nothing unpleasing in my actions and my thoughts. Help
me give my life as a living sacrifice, acceptable, pleasing in every way to you Lord. Forgive my weakness for
sinning repeatedly even after such great salvation has been given to me. Lord, I look to you and you alone for the
help, to forgive all my sins and make me clean in your sight. Lord, I plead with you, do not leave me to myself as
you have promised in your holy word but change me in a twinkle of an eye with those who have come to know
you.
1 Co 15 :5 2 In a m om ent, in the twinkling of an ey e, at the la st trum p: for the trum pet shall sound, and the dea d shall be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
Am en.
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