Monthly Memory Verse February 2012
Luk 3:4-6 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, "The voice of
one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the
crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall become level ways, and all
flesh shall see the salvation of God.'"
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Publisher & Author Message
February 2012
Message from the publisher and author
Monthly Memory Verse and Dale’s Notes
Dale’s Notes are provided to be used as an encouragement to study the context from where the monthly
memory verse was selected. It’s my desire to provide some background information and practical
understanding of some things, which I see within my own study of God’s word. It’s my hope through
reading the notes; you will desire to study God’s word in more detail.
Dale’s Notes are only a layman’s attempt to share the good news of our savior Jesus Christ through a
monthly memory verse and the study of God’s word in our daily walk with the Lord.
Brother in Jesus Christ,
Dale 
Dale A. Kaye

Message:

Prayer request:
Shared Interests and Personal
I ask your help again in the grammar for the proofing of the monthly publication and continue to pray
with me in asking God for help to provide a consistent format for the Monthly Memory Verse and Dale’s
Notes. I continue to ask your prayers and encouragement to serve in this way. Please, remember my
family as we make changes in our lives to honor our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Thank you,

Dale

(Copyright ©2012, Garfield and May Inc., All rights reserved)
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Quick Bio-glance
February 2012
Quick Bio-glance:

John Fullerton MacArthur, Jr.
(born June 19, 1939) is a United States evangelical writer and minister noted for his
internationally known and broadcast radio program titled Grace to You. MacArthur has
served as the pastor-teacher of Grace Community Church in Sun Valley, California since
February 9th, 1969, and as the president of The Master's College (and the related The
Master's Seminary) in Santa Clarita, California.
Theologically, MacArthur is considered a Baptist and Calvinist, and a strong proponent
of expository preaching. He has been acknowledged by Christianity Today as one of the
most influential preachers of his time. MacArthur has authored or edited more than 150
books, most notably the MacArthur Study Bible, which has sold more than 1 million copies and received a Gold
Medallion Book Award.
The son of Jack MacArthur (an accomplished preacher in his own right),[8] and fifth cousin of U.S. General Douglas
MacArthur,[9] John MacArthur attended Bob Jones University before transferring to Los Angeles Pacific College
(now Azusa Pacific University). He later obtained his Masters of Divinity from Biola University's Talbot Theological
Seminary, in La Mirada, California. He graduated with honors. From 1964 to 1966, he served as an associate pastor
at Calvary Bible Church, in Burbank, California and, from 1966 to 1969, as a faculty representative for Talbot
Theological Seminary. Then, in 1969, he became the third pastor in the then-short history of the
nondenominational Grace Community Church of Sun Valley, California.[10]
In 1985, MacArthur became the president of The Master's College (formerly Los Angeles Baptist College), an
accredited, four-year, liberal arts Christian college;[12] and, in 1986, he founded The Master's Seminary. MacArthur
also received an honorary doctorate from Talbot Theological Seminary[13] and an honorary doctorate from Grace
Graduate School.[14]
Nearly 43 years after beginning in the pulpit of Grace Community, MacArthur completed his own life goal[1] of
preaching through the entire New Testament on June 5th, 2011, [15] at the end of his projected target window,
stated the previous January, to finish "some time in the summer."[1] During the same interview, MacArthur
projected he would complete his commentary series within another five years, some 35 years after beginning.

Theology Term
Pelagianism
Pelagianism was a 5th-century heresy taught by Pelagius and his followers which stressed that humans have the
ability to fulfill the commands of God apart from Sovereign grace, and which denies original sin. Pelagius' teachings
were opposed by the Church and it's leading figure (Augustine) in particular.
Simi Pelagianism: Later, John Cassian's doctrine in a compromise between the Pelagius view and the
Augustine view surfaced. This doctrine taught man was not dead in tresspass and sin, just sick. That man
was only weakened by the fall and that man had the ability to save himself by accepting or rejecting of his
own will, Christ's offer.
Pelagius himself was excommunicated, and his theology condemned by a series of church councils, though the
issues of the doctrine of free will have remained a sore point for the Church even to our day. The Church looks on
the three positions as, St. Augustine regarding natural man as dead, Pelagius regarding him as alive and well, and
Cassian regarding him as being merely sick. Augustine's position being the only one that leans entirely on the
Sovereign mercies of God.

http://www.mountainretreatorg.net/faq/glossary.html#pelagianism
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1st Quarter
Matthew Hennery’s
Commentary on the
Whole Bible:
Luke 3:1-14
“John's baptism
introducing a new
dispensation, it was
requisite that we
should have a
particular account of
it. Glorious things
were said of John,
what a distinguished
favourite of Heaven
he should be, and
what a great blessing
to this earth
(Luk_1:15, Luk_1:17);
but we lost him in the
deserts, and there he
remains until the day
of his showing unto
Israel, Luk_1:80. And
now at last that day
dawns, and a welcome
day it was to them
that waited for it
more than they that
waited for the
morning…”
Albert Barnes
Notes on the
Whole Bible: Mat
3:8 Bring forth
therefore fruits ...
“That is, the proper
fruits of reformation;
the proper evidence
that you are sincere.
Do not bring your
cunning and
dissimulation to this
work; do not carry
your hypocrisy into
your professed
repentance, but
evince your sincerity
by forsaking sin, and
thus give evidence
that this coming to
Jordan to be baptized
is not an act of
dissimulation. No
discourse could have
been more
appropriate or more
cutting.”

Dale’s Notes

FEBRUARY – 2012

MONTHLY MEMORY VERSE
Read: Luk 3:4-6: (ESV)
As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, "The voice of one crying in
the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be
filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall become
straight, and the rough places shall become level ways, and all flesh shall see the
salvation of God."
The Word of God came to John
The Word of the Lord came; the Word of God came to John, known as the Baptist. He was the
baptizer who carried out the rite of immersing another in the waters of the Jordan River,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. It’s important to pay attention
as to who is speaking. Luke tells us God is speaking, it’s God’s Word that came to John and he
[John] was speaking God’s word, using the river of Jordan as he declare the truth of God, to the
people of God! The message was simple: repent of your wickedness and God was ready to
forgive!
“during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of
Zechariah in the wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. Luk 3:2-3”
In my mind, our memory verse is like a construction crew; sent out to develop an expressway
into the hearts of men. He [John] brought the bulldozers, the tractors to do the leveling, the
sleds or skimmers to smooth out the road, the jack hammers to break the harden places, even if
needed a wrecking ball to tear down but with the objective to build the pathway prepared for
the Lord!
You see the word of God does all those things within an individual’s heart, very effectively! Look
at our memory verse regarding John. His message was to the people, to prepare the way of the
Lord through repentance, making a clear path, making a straight way, a highway into their
hearts. They were to opened wide their hearts to receive their redeemer, yes their savior but
not only theirs but the Savior of the whole world (“john 3:16 For God so loved the world that he
gave his only begotten son…”) and this was all done by the Word of God through a faithful
servant, which speaks to you even today!

Look here and see an effectual worker of God!
Our friend John was not found in the lap of luxury, wearing the best styles, nor did he eat from a
silver spoon the best meats and delicacies but in-fact was a humble man, a man of the
wilderness. He ate the locust of the field and wore the pelt of camels’ hair and with his voice he
cried out the way of God, to the people of God, “repent”! He cried out, bring forth the fruits of
repentance with the evident works of righteousness (Albert Barnes Notes on Mat 3:8 side bar )
and he [John] taught them saying share with him who had none and Do not take what’s not
yours and be content with the provision of God! The message of John left the people of God in
great expectation for the One, who publicly appeared, known as the” Lamb of God who takes
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Matthew Hennery’s
Commentary on the
Whole Bible:

away the sins of the world”.

Luke 11:1-13

“2. Their plea is,
“As John also
taught his
disciples. He took
care to instruct his
disciples in this
necessary duty, and
we would be taught
as they were, for we
have a better
Master than they
had.” Dr.
Lightfoot's notion
of this is, That
whereas the Jews'
prayers were
generally
adorations, and
praises of God, and
doxologies, John
taught his disciples
such prayers as
were more filled up
with petitions and
requests; for it is
said of them that
they did deeseis

poiountai - make
prayers,
Luk_5:33.”

John was a man of prayer (Luk 11:1, Luk 5:33 - side bar notes) and spoke to the people in power and
revelation for the hearts of men needed to be awakened from death’s sleep and things needed
to be revealed so the way of salvation could be clearly understood and seen by all (“and all flesh
shall see the salvation of God Luk 3:6”)!

The heart of man under construction
The message of John was not a message for the human ear, though it was spoken to it but it was
a message for the human heart, yes the human condition; “SIN”! And those that heard and
believed were to drink-in and be filled with those things God has command!
If you in your heart are in the valley, impoverished, laboring in the dregs sin, and absent of the
living Word of God, then to you John’s message is to repent and be filled with Him [Jesus] who is
ever so great, thus filling the great void in your life! (“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. Php 1:21”)
If you in your heart resided on the heights of the mountain tops or sit upon the hills of pride and
arrogance, then to you John’s message is to repent and be brought low in humility, before such a
great God and receive Him who higher than all, who became lower than all for the suffering of
sins! (“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: - Gal 2:20”)
If you in your heart are crooked and perverse in your way and devoid of the straight-way of
God, then to you John’s message is to repent and seek him with all your heart; Him [Jesus Christ]
who is the way, the truth and the life for you to enter into Heaven! (“Because strait is the gate,
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. - Mat 7:14)
And if you in your heart are hardened through this world and its lusts and cluttered your life
with sin, as boulders, as rocks even harden pathways as a desert, then to you John’s message is
to repent and remove the idols from before your face and call out to Him [Jesus] who has the cup
of living water, where He says to you who are thirsty, come let him drink freely of the living
waters and live unto Him [Christ] unto everlasting life! (“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. - Gal 6:7”)

Christ spoke of John
Jesus Christ spoke of John saying “there was no greater man born of a woman” and said John
came in the spirit of Elijah (Mat 17:10-13 sidebar references), who was foretold to come for the
people of that day. Our writer Luke gives us the details concerning John’s ministry in life, which
can only be understood as it relates to Jesus Christ. He lived and died for Christ! John’s whole
purpose in life and ministry was to glorify God by making Jesus known even through death,
being beheaded at the wicked hands of Herod.
You might still be asking, what is the relevancy of this message? The relevancy of John’s
message as it was to the people in his day is to us today, open and not harden our hearts to God
but hear the message of God and receive His only begotten son Jesus Christ, as savior through
repentance and faith!

“Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, "Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your
hearts as in the rebellion, on the day of testing in the wilderness… Heb 3:7”
Closing
Let’s finish my friend, Jesus calls to you through this message as he does to me. Each one of us is
accountable to him: to twist or turn, even hide from this truth will not remove its reality. The
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ESV Matthew
17:10-13
Mat 17:10 And the
disciples asked
him, "Then why do
the scribes say that
first Elijah must
come?"
Mat 17:11 He
answered, "Elijah
does come, and he
will restore all
things.
Mat 17:12 But I tell
you that Elijah has
already come, and
they did not
recognize him, but
did to him
whatever they
pleased. So also the
Son of Man will
certainly suffer at
their hands."
Mat 17:13 Then the
disciples
understood that he
was speaking to
them of John the
Baptist.

burden is placed on you as it is placed on me, to face Him who is ever so great, in all His doing
and perfect and absolutely holy like none other! He alone judges righteously, in all matters and
there is no mistakes.
His [God] judgments stands forever and are irrevocable, so to not turn from your sin, while He
gives warning, is to place yourself in great danger. It’s like the Chess Board, you stand to make
your last move and its inevitable check mate will fail you. It is now your last move, today, you
must cry out to him and seek his mercy and surrender the piece of your sinful life. There is no
resolution or resolve on your part to please Him. He is the conquering King and it is only through
the avenue of surrender to His Son, Jesus Christ will you find true peace with God! Harden not
your heart to the voice of Him that cries out repent today, even now while there is time that is
time for you to repent!

Where is your bible? Don’t look for that special word to fall out of nowhere! Go get your
bible and read it and there if you will seek him you will find Him, and if you knock on his
door, He will open unto you and if you will truly ask, He will give it to you for repentance
and faith are a sweet gift of God’s amazing grace.

Prayer
Thank you heavenly Father for the message of repentance and grace and help us Lord to hear
and do what is true. Thank you for your mercies we receive from your hand but Lord thank you
for Jesus Christ your only begotten son. Forgive us our sins and our willingness to wander from
the truth of God. Strengthen us to be lights in this dark world and live lives which are pleasing to
you holy God. Amen.
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